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Welcome back to our sixth form students!  We are pleased that our sixth 
formers have settled back into school, following the Christmas break.  We 
are looking forward to an exciting term ahead, the highlight of which will be 
work experience on Mondays – which we know is an important milestone! 
 

Attendance 
We believe regular school attendance is an important part 
of giving your child the best possible start in life. Please 
help us by supporting good attendance and reinforcing the 
message that good attendance at school is excellent 
preparation for life after school – at work, college etc. 
 

 
English 

 Last term, our focus was on reading skills and this term the key focus is on 
developing written work.  This forms the basis of one of key units for the 
LASER qualification this term.  Last term students enjoyed sharing a variety 
of different novels, poems, films, short stories and non-fiction texts in English 
lessons and it is great to see their enthusiasm develop, as they begin to 
come up with their own ideas about the texts that they enjoy. 

Maths 
 Last term our focus was on handling and using data.  This term students will 

be working on numbers, fractions and decimals. 
Cooking 

 Our students have made a great start in cooking and are growing in 
confidence and independence.  Last term the students cooked some basic 
dishes and completed work on food safety and hygiene.  This half term the 
students will be working on a unit that requires them to prepare and cook 
some simple meals. 

PSHCE 
 This is one of the most important parts of our sixth form curriculum, in 

preparing our young people for their adult lives.  Last term they learnt about 
taking responsibility for their own healthcare needs, UK and school rules and 
the role of councillors, recognising and dealing with harassment, parenting 
and how to keep safe in relationships.  This term we have started the year 
looking at careers and future choices and will move onto issues such as 
substance misuse and dealing with issues such as bereavement and other 
significant challenges. 

Enterprise 
 Our enterprise activities have been very popular this year.  Class 14 have 

had great success running the shop and Class 15 have successfully 
launched the Dayly Grind – Coffee Shop.  Last term students came up with 
their project ideas, tested them through market research and this term will 
move onto a unit in which they advertise their enterprise to encourage more 
customers! 

Employability  
 Last term our focus was on Customer Service and Class 15 enjoyed running 

the talent show, and welcoming the customers that attended, and made up 
our appreciative audience.  Class 14 offered excellent customer service at 
the Halloween event for our older children and Santa’s Grotto for our primary 
classes.  This term the focus is on work experience and we know that our 
students are feeling the mix of nerves and excitement that we all experience 
when starting a new job!  Having the opportunity to take part in work 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Photos from Class 
15’s talent show. 

 

 

 
Photos from Class 14s 
grotto and some of the 
items they wrapped for 
the Christmas sale.  
The students all grew 
in confidence as the 
term progressed. 



          
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
             

RE Trips 
 

We are 
planning trips to 
support our RE 
curriculum and 
hope to visit a 
Sikh Gurdwara 
and a Hindu 
temple later in 
the term. 
 
This is a 
fantastic 
opportunity for 
students to 
broaden their 
understanding 
of the beliefs of 
others and an 
important part 
of our 
curriculum. 
 

Internships 
 

Our Year 14 internship is 
going from strength to 
strength. Three of our 
students are continuing to 
flourish and grow in 
confidence in their 
external work placement 
at Dawsons.  They spend 
four days a week gaining 
hands on experience at 
Dawsons and return to us 
on a Friday to continue 
developing their Maths 
and English skills.  Three 
other students have a 
bespoke internal 
programme, working in 
our canteen, hair salon 
and with our PE team.  
 
Well done Year 14s! 
 
 

How can parents help? 
Sometimes parents ask what they can do at home to help support their child.  We know that family life is 
busy but some ideas could be: 

 Read with your child or encourage them to read independently (depending on their confidence). Talk 

to them about what they have read and let them see you reading. 

 Talk to them about the daily/weekly writing tasks you need to do – writing a shopping list, filling in a 

form – let them help wherever possible. 

 Let them help you in the kitchen – preparing simple snacks and meals with your support – perhaps 

they can show you some of the skills they have learnt in their cooking lessons. 

 Support them with their work experience – this could mean helping them to practise the bus route 

there, or chatting about their hopes and concerns, reassuring them that a few nerves are to be 

expected. 

 Give opportunities to practise basic Maths skills – weighing and measuring, working out change, 

looking at timetables etc. 

 Keep in touch with us – through planners, phone calls if needed, and please do come and support 

our events – our students love to see you in school! 

We hope you enjoy reading this poem, written by Leigh 
from Class 15 as part of our curriculum day.  The theme 
was mutual respect and we focused on the famous 
football match played by German and Allied soldiers on 
Christmas Day in World War I.   

Rise as One 
Mourning the death of my friend 
Unbelievable pain and suffering 

Trench foot agony screams aloud 
Unbelievable pain and suffering 

And all in vain 
Life loses meaning 

 
Rotting flesh rats and lice 
Exchange a loving embrace 

Sleep deprived shivering and scared 
Petrified and pointless 

Exchange a loving embrace 
Christmas Cigarettes and chocolate shared 

Time for a truce!! 
 

 

Class 15 set up and ran their coffee shop ‘The Dayly Grind’ for staff on Thursday 15th November. This was 
part of their Enterprise Project for the term. They also ran it on November 29th and December 6th for 
MKSNAP.  
 
We are hoping to open ‘The Dayly Grind’ for parents in the near future - so watch this space! 
 


