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Complete Statutory Proposal 

Proposal to change the age range at White Spire School 
from 5 to 19 years to 4 to 19 years 

 

Notice is given in accordance with section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and the 
‘Making prescribed alterations to maintained schools – Statutory guidance for proposers and decision 
makers, April 2016’, that Milton Keynes Council proposes to change the age range at White Spire School 
from 5 to 19 years to 4 to 19years with effect from 1 September 2019. 

 

Notice Date: 7 February 2018 
 
School 

White Spire School 
Rickley Lane 
Bletchley 
Milton Keynes  
MK3 6EW 
 
Proposer 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Milton Keynes Council 
Civic Offices, 1 Saxon Gate East 
Central Milton Keynes 
MK9 3EJ 
 
The lead officer for this proposal is Caroline 
Marriott, Head of Delivery – Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities. 
This formal consultation invites interested parties 
to respond to the proposal to change the age 
range at White Spire School. 
 
Introduction: 
 
The SEN Code of Practice 2015 requires that all 
local authorities regularly monitor their structures 
and arrangements to ensure that they continue to 
be effective and deliver positive outcomes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Before commencing this statutory process, the 
governing body has undertaken an informal 
consultation to understand the views of 
stakeholders in relation to the proposal. The 
informal consultation commenced on 19 
September 2018 and included discussions at 
governors’ meetings, information in the school’s 
newsletter meetings with special school head 
teachers, Bletchley partnership meeting and staff 
meetings. 
 
Description of alteration 
 

White Spire School is a community special school in 
Bletchley that currently caters for pupils aged from 
5 to 19 years (Year 1 to Year 14). There are 
currently 138 pupils on roll at the school. The 
governing body and the council are proposing to 
lower the age range at the school to 4 years so that 
the school would cater for pupils from the age of 4 
up to the age of 19.  This means that the school 
would be able to admit pupils into the reception 
year. This would be achieved through a combined 
Reception/Year 1 class with effect from September 
2019. 
 



Evidence of demand 
 
There is a high demand for places for children, 
within this age group, who require this type of 
specialist provision in Milton Keynes. 
 
Objectives (including how the proposal would 
improve provision for children and increase 
parental choice) 
 
Lowering the age range at White Spire School 
would increase parental choice and enable the 
school to have a curriculum which follows through 
from Reception to Year 14.  Young pupils would 
experience the specialist teaching and learning 
needed at a younger age, therefore improving their 
outcomes as young adults: 
 

 More parental choice  
 

 Additional places at White Spire School will 
help to balance provision and improve 
planning for both complex needs schools  

 

 Earlier intervention is a key to success for 
many of the young people with complex needs  

 

 The nurturing and caring environment at the 
school will help pupils to flourish from an 
earlier age 

 

 More parents and vulnerable children in the 
community will benefit. 

 
Proposed stages for implementation 
 
If the proposal goes ahead, the change will be 
implemented in September 2019. 
 
The effect on other schools, academies and 
educational institutions within the area 
 
There would be no discernible impact on other 
schools and academies in the area as demand for 
places within this age range exceeds supply.  
Admissions to special schools are handled by the 
council’s SEN casework team who place pupils 
according to their type of need and age.  Slated 
Row School, the only other school of this type in 
Milton Keynes, is supportive of this proposal.  

Project costs and indication of how these will be 
met, including how long term value for money will 
be achieved 
 
Capital – Minor capital works are required to 
enhance the accommodation at the school.  A 
budget of 40K will be available to undertake this 
work.  No additional accommodation is required on 
the school site.  
 
This proposal will enable efficient working: there 
are two community complex needs schools in 
Milton Keynes; White Spire School and Slated Row 
School which is located in Wolverton.  Slated Row 
School is the only complex needs school that has 
provision for pupils in reception year.  Slated Row 
School is oversubscribed and this currently limits 
choice for parents of children entering the 
reception year who have complex needs in 
addition to Moderate Learning Difficulties. If there 
is no suitable alternative for these children in 
Milton Keynes, the council would have to consider 
placing them in special schools outside the 
borough. This would have a significant impact on 
the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) budget and the 
Home to School Travel budget. 
 
How to respond to the formal consultation 
 
The closing date for comments is 7 March 2019 

Within four weeks from the date of publication of 
this proposal (7 February 2019) any person may 
support, object or make comments by submitting 

An online form at www.milton-  
keynes.gov.uk/consultations  
or by emailing 
sen@milton-keynes.gov.uk  
or in writing to the council address. 

http://keynes.gov.uk/consultations
mailto:sen@milton-keynes.gov.uk

